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DR. A.K. MAHAPATRA
DIRECTOR, AIIMS, BHUBANESWAR

From The Director's Desk...

It gives me immense pleasure to pen this message as the founder Director of AIIMS,  Bhubaneswar, 

for the inaugural news letter “Dhauli”. At the outset I thank the Govt of India for selecting me for this post, 

thereby giving me an opportunity to do something for my state, Odisha, which is otherwise not very advanced, 

in the field of health care delivery.
To start anything is a very difficult task, when everything is in a state of inertia of rest. After having 

worked at AIIMS, New Delhi for 37 long years, which is an established Medical Institution of No1 repute in 

our country, it is very difficult to go and face the odds and start something from scratch. Needless to say it is 

from palace to slum, from heaven to hell !
Am I capable of this huge responsibility? I did not know. However, during my tenure at AIIMS, New 

Delhi, and 3 years as Director of SGPGI, Lucknow, UP, I had experienced the charm of sadistic pleasure of 

playing with fire or work in adverse situation. No doubt there was immense pressure to work hard, which I 

learnt from my teachers from nursery to AIIMS, but whatever I may have achieved today is all because of their 

dedication and sincerity. Hence, it will be injustice not to give due regards to my teachers at AIIMS, New 

Delhi. In fact, a brick to build the tower was initiated by Prof Tandon, Prof AK Banerji, Prof MBL Kapur, Prof 

Nandy, Prof IK Dhawan and many more. I will forever remain grateful to my teachers. I am grateful to “The all 

mighty God” to have placed me at AIIMS, New Delhi, and to have given me this life to serve my fellow 

countrymen.
AIIMS, at Bhubaneswar is a dream for people of Odisha, Govt of Odisha and of course more 

importantly   the dream of Govt of India. AIIMS, “a brand of Medical Science” holds a very high stature, in 

fact higher than IITs for Engineering or IIM in the field of management.  That is because the supremacy 

AIIMS, New Delhi, enjoyed over the six decades. 
“Rome was not built in a day”. Nothing happens in a year or even in a decade. Hence, I have no doubt 

that even AIIMS, Bhubaneswar will take years to decades to carve its name in the world scenario, with the 

nature and quality of work, dedication and integrity of the Faculty and students; which are of paramount 

importance in the  making of any institute, be it Harvard, Stanford, John Hopkins or AIIMS. “The Institute is 

more than just buildings and roads. For dedicated work it is also important to have good infrastructure: 

buildings, roads, campus and more importantly an environment filled with positive energy, which can make 

people feel at home, without stress and anxiety. Of course, some positive stress is necessary for the growth and 

development of anybody. It is like a spoiled child of a rich father. If everything is available in seconds on 

demand, how do you expect a person to develop?
When I joined, I met eight members of the faculty who themselves had recently joined, the Financial 

Advisor (FA) Mr.A.K.Jena and the Superintendent Engineer(SE) Mr.C.R.Nanda, who were here for more 

than 2 years, supervising and running the tremendously huge and difficult construction work.
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DR. A.K. MAHAPATRA
DIRECTOR, AIIMS, BHUBANESWAR

When I came from the airport, Mr Nanda received me.  As I had visited the site many times before 

joining, I knew the site, the problems and horrible looking work place, without office, accommodation, 

food, water and electricity. It will be unbelievable to mention that I had to stay in Port guest house for 10 

weeks, before shifting to a descent Govt accommodation, at the VIP colony.

near the construction site for easy supervision.

th th
On 14  August, Prof Bhatia and I reached Bhubaneswar and celebrated Independence Day on 15  

August. It was a great feeling. No money or wealth can replace the happiness that, I had, when I could see the 

glowing stars in my faculty with happiness of celebration of Independence Day, at AIIMS, Bhubaneswar 

campus.  I was proud to be a citizen of India, a person belonging to Odisha and more importantly the 

“Founder Director” having 18 hours experience at AIIMS, Bhubaneswar campus.

The work was difficult, there was enthusiasm mixed with anxiety, skepticism and frustration, seeing 

the bricks, rods, and construction material in all corners of the campus. Without road, electricity and water at 

times I felt, it is shear madness to leave AIIMS, New Delhi, and join here to work as a construction worker. I 

was floating in an Ocean and hardly had anyone to complain. I had on one side my dedicated faculty 

members 18 by now, and the other side to create some thing out of nothing. The deadline was getting near 

middle of September, when the undergraduate classes had to start.  We all put efforts on a war footing to 

create few class rooms, got the air-conditioners, projectors, arranged for vehicles and bus for students, 

arranged for make shift hostel accommodation, got the catering contract finalized, the list runs long…...... It 

is like a child swimming in an Ocean. Is not it?? “Nothing is impossible” that's “what great Napoleon” had 

told to this world.

 Designing of the Institute Logo, the initiation of the Website may be very small things; however, they 

were not small for any of us, at AIIMS, Bhubaneswar. It was an Oasis in large desert. We started having food 

from our vender and could manage a class room to start class and constructed the Director’s and Dean’s 

offices, 

We at AIIMS, Bhubaneswar, were a couple of weeks old now. We started admitting students, the real 

stars of the AIIMS, Bhubaneswar I could see the smiling faces of our students, mind full with expectations 

and anxiety. They had no place to stay.  A lot of credit goes to our students, for all adverse situations they 

faced.  I spoke to them, gave them hope, expectation and assurance of a great institution.  I do not know, I am 
st

right or wrong. The time will prove or disprove.  I talked to my friends, my well wisher and teachers. On 21  

September, 2012, a history was made when we started our meticulously planned orientation programme for 

the students.  Orientation programme was spread over 4 days, with 20 lectures, of 1 hour each. The lectures 

were delivered by eminent personalities of various walks of life across India.  It was a great success.  The 
th

anxiety of taking students and starting the class was over by 26  September, when I realized that it had really 

happened. Friends at this moment I am emotional and writing these lines. Believe or not, I did nothing much 

to take credit.  All credit goes to faculty of AIIMS, Bhubaneswar, staff, my well wishers from every corner of 

India and “God”, who is always with me, in happiness and agony.   I thank “Lord Jagannath” for giving me 

strength and courage for making something from half built houses.  That is the reason we thought this issue 

of “Dhauli”, the news letter must be named as “The Bricks”.  I thank MOH & FW, Govt. of India and MOH 

& FW, Govt. of Odisha for all the helps, moral support and advice given to me in most difficult part of life.                    

Jai Hind
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 From The Dean's Desk.......

Some may call it a 'coincidence', a few may say 'destiny', but I believe, it was designed by 
God, to my good luck -I arrived at the project site office, AIIMS Bhubaneswar -only minutes 
apart to welcome Prof.A.K.Mahapatra -our founder Director. After leaving my home city 
Chandigarh and having traveled 2000kms, I was still trying to find a place to sit. With the arrival 
of the Director and few faculty members and staff, 'Team Bhubaneswar' was formed. The team 
started working within minutes to achieve the mission of building AIIMS Bhubaneswar.

It gives me immense pleasure to introduce my highly qualified faculty and first batch of 
MBBS students through this inaugural issue of the newsletter. The newsletter will also capture 
the achievements and various activities since the inception of the institute. Today, from a small 
family of 18 faculty members and 50 students, the institute will grow to be a centre of 
excellence in training, research and health care. Academic session for the MBBS students 
started on 21st September 2012 thus, 21st September will be celebrated as Annual day of 
AIIMS Bhubaneswar, every year. The students and faculty has representation from various 
states; spanning from Kerala in the South, Assam in the East to Uttar Pradesh in the North & 
Rajasthan in West. The dedicated faculty members and outstanding students will play a major 
role in meeting the aspirations of the people.

Having served in UNICEF and various other Institutions, I am sure that we will reach 
out to the poor and under served communities in this region. No comfort in life can bring 
more smiles on my face than dedicate myself to the nation.

Best wishes to everyone and congratulations to the editorial team.

DR. VIKAS BHATIA
DEAN, AIIMS, BHUBANESWAR
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The foundation stone for this eminent institute was laid by Hon’ble Sri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the 

ththen Prime Minister of India, on 15  July 2003, in village Sijua, on the outskirt of Bhubaneswar. The site 

was a barren area partially covered with cashew plantation. The development of campus started gradually 

with beginning of housing construction from Oct 2008. The main construction of Medical college started 

from May 2010 and Hospital from October 2010. The work was taken up at the site by various agencies 

amidst various problems, at the ground level. Few of the major hurdles were objections raised by local 

villagers to closing the internal road, removal of nearly 410 trees from site etc. With the help of Ministry 

of Health and Family Welfare, Govt. of India and the State administration, the problems were sorted out 

and construction work started. The State Government had provided the land free of cost, developed road 

around the campus and arranged for water supply at the site. 

The building is planned on green building concept with a target to achieve 4 star rating.  Some of the 

green building features are over-deck insulation to minimize heat load, solar light for street lighting, recycling 

of water and water harvesting. The campus will be provided with 100% Diesel Generator backup. Apart from 

the 978 bedded hospital attached to the medical college, the campus also hosts the Nursing College, a 1000 

seater auditorium and an AYUSH block. Once fully operational, the power requirement in the campus will be 

about 12 Mega Watts. The mammoth structure made of 87260 cubic meters of concrete, 11221 tonnes of steel 

and 12640194 bricks has changed the landscape of the place over the last two years. The construction is still in 

full swing.

The project includes construction of following main buildings.

(a) Hospital Building

The building is mainly RCC framed structure with plinth area of about 111567 sqm. It is designed as 

spine and rib concept where central facilities like OT, and imaging are placed at spine and various clinical 

facilities are in the rib. There will be 978 beds in the hospital and 21 OTs. The building will have various 

OPDs, specialty and super specialty wards. For easy movement of patient and staff there will be 11 no's of 26 

passenger, 7 no's of 20 passenger and 6 no's of 16 passenger capacity lifts. The building will be provided with 

basement parking for staff vehicles. 

Mr. C.R. Nanda 
Superintendent Engineer

AIIMS, Bhubaneswar
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(a) Medical College Building
The Medical College building is of around 16057 sqm and consists of blocks and 
dissection hall. All laboratories and lecture rooms are placed in three blocks connected by 
faculty rooms. There are 4 lifts and 5 staircases in the college. 

(b) Nursing College Building
The plinth area of building is 5100 sqm and is G+4 RCC framed structure. The building 
will be used for teaching of Nursing students.

(c) AYUSH Building- It is a single storied building with 1260 sqm plinth area to be used, 
dedicated for AYUSH systems of medicine. There will be provision of OPD and 30 beds.

(d) Auditorium- The auditorium building is constructed to accommodate 1000 persons at a 
time. (300 in balcony and 700 in main hall). The auditorium will have stage with lighting, 
sound system, under deck insulation etc. 

(e) Service complex (2 no's) - The service complex is divided into two parts. One is for 
Hospital complex and other is for Medical college complex. The main substation, AC 
plant room (4+1, 725 TR chiller with cooling tower), UG sump (18.5 Lakh Ltr capacity), 
mortuary, Gas plant room, boiler etc are in service complex-I. Service complex-II 
accommodates substation for medical college complex, vehicular work shop, 
mechanical work shop, animal house, STP, ETP and waste disposal facility.

(f) Housing Complex-
The housing complex is coming up adjacent to Hospital building separated by service 
area. It is an independent complex with its own electricity, water supply facility. In phase-
I of construction, 171 quarters, UG, PG and Nursing Hostel are being constructed under 
the supervision of HSCC.
Few photographs of the area before and after the commencement of construction are 
provided.

    The Medical College and Admin Site (2009)     Trees at Hospital Site(2009)

                               The Hospital in progress (2012)
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All India Institute of Medical Sciences
Bhubaneswar

THE LOGO

The LOGO represents an organization and is placed in all official documents. It 

was unanimously decided that the logo of AIIMS, Bhubaneswar, an apex health care 

institute, being stationed at Bhubaneswar and pride of Odisha. It should have elements 

representing Bhubaneswar and Odisha with a promise of building a healthy and peaceful 

nation.

The LOGO of AIIMS, Bhubaneswar, has a background of the famous Konark 

Wheel, an architectural wonder, reflecting the quintessence of Odisha. The Rod of 

Caduceus with two serpents and a shaft represents the field of medicine and healing 

process. On the top of it is the “Dhauli Stupa”,also known as Peace pagoda. This Stupa 

symbolizes “PEACE” and a peaceful life goes hand in hand with a healthy life. The Dhauli 

Stupa is situated in the outskirts of Bhubaneswar, and hence represents the place where 

the institute is situated. At the bottom, two famous verses are quoted. The verse 

“Karmanye Vadhikaraste, Maphalesu Kadachana”, is taken from The Bhagwad Gita which 

means that a person has control over his efforts and not on the result. The faculty and staff 

of AIIMS, Bhubaneswar, are dedicated to put their best efforts in building of a healthy 

nation with the blessings of the Almighty, without expectations. The other verse 

“Parayakhmam Subami Te” reinforces the Mission of AIIMS, Bhubaneswar, with a prayer to 

the Supreme Power “Bless and cure all diseases”.
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The Campus - The dream turns reality

 THE ACADEMIC BLOCK, AIIMS Bhubaneswar, on 21st Sept. 2012
The place that has started nurturing and nourishing many 

dreams and aspirations of young and energetic brains

THE AIIMS PROJECT OFFICE CUM ADMINISTRATIVE BLOCK
At Construction site on 21st September 2012
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THE LECTURE THEATRE AT AIIMS, BHUBANESWAR

Regular theory and tutorial classes are being taken by the faculty members of Anatomy, Biochemistry, Physiology and 
Community Medicine &Family Medicine from 26th September 2012

The large hall where the tired and hungry talents nourish their brains and satisfy their appetite. The dinning hall at AIIMS, 
Bhubaneswar comes into life every afternoon from 1-2pm with the hustles and bustles of students and the faculty members 
having serious & lighter moments over lunch

THE CENTRAL LIBRARY

THE DINING HALL

The Central Library of AIIMS, BBSR has procured over 1200 books authored by eminent scientists and physicians. The library 
has further procured Global Subscription Package 2012 of World Health Organization (WHO). All sorts of medical text books 
and reference books are available for UG and PG reading. The Library has also started a Non- Medical book bank with 
donation of books from benevolent donors. Effort is also being made to procure national and international medical journals 
of repute in near future
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Department of Anatomy Department of Physiology

From left to right- 
Dr.E.T.Patro (Asst.Professor), 
Dr.Pravash Ranjan Mishra (Asso.Professor), 
Dr.Prabhas Ranjan Tripathy (Asst.Professor), 
Dr.K.K.Gour (Asst.Professor) & 
Dr.Manisha Gaikwad (Addl.Professor)

From left to right- Back row -
Dr.Prakash Kumar Nayak (Senior resident), 
Dr.Satyajit Bagudai (Asst.Professor), 
Dr.Manish Goyal (Asst.Professor), 
Dr.Amit Ghosh (Asst.Professor)
Front Row – Dr.Manisha Kar(Asso.Professor),
Dr.Sushil Chandra Mahapatra (Prof. & H.O.D.), 
Dr.Pranati Nanda (Addl.Professor)

Department of 
Community Medicine 

& Family Medicine

From left to right-
Dr. Sonu Hangma Subba (Addl.Professor), 
Dr.Binod Kumar Patro (Assoc. Professor), 
Dr.Preetam  B.  Mahajan (Asst. Professor) &
Dr.Vikas Bhatia (Professor and HOD)

From left to right-
Dr.Debapriya Bandyopadhyay Asst.Professor, 
Dr.Suchitra Kumari Asst.Professor, 
Dr.Manaswini Mangaraj Addl.Professor, 
Dr.Kavita Agarwal Senior Resident & 
Dr.Prakruti Dash Asst.Professor.

Department of 
Biochemistry

Our Strength
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First step in the campus

Admission of first batch of MBBS students at AIIMS, Bhubaneswar.
After the counselling process at New Delhi, the selected candidates reported in AIIMS, 

th thBhubaneswar on 19  and 20  Sept. The admission process was completed with 
verification of documents, allotment of hostels, issue of identity cards and medical fitness 
examination
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Dr. Sonu H. Subba

Dr. Manisha Gaikwad

Mr. Sankar Acharya

ORIENTATION PROGRAMME : 21-25 SEPT. 2012
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Orientation Programme 21st-25th Sept.2012

The academic session of MBBS course started with an Orientation Programme held at the institute. The orientation 
programme was scheduled from 21st Sept to 25th September 2012. The four day orientation programme witnessed eminent 
personalities from different walks of life including medicine. Students had the opportunities to interact with luminaries of medicine, 
police, law, social scientists and others including the faculty members of the institute.

The orientation programme was inaugurated by the Director Prof. A.K. Mahapatra by lightening the lamp in the presence of 
the Dean and other faculty members. Lt. Col (Dr.) J.V. Ramamurthi, Chief Executive (Admin.) PMU, MOH & FW, Govt. of India graced 
the occasion by his presence.

Director Prof. Dr. A.K. Mahapatra addressed the gathering and inspired the students and faculty members regarding his 
vision of the new AIIMS. He also delivered a lecture on the relationship between Mind, Body and Soul and their integration on today's 
perspect of life. On the same day, Prof P.N.Tandon, blessed the students and explained that medicine must be practised with love and 
compassion. Renowned Cardiologist Dr. Kabi Prasad Mishra, stressed the importance of “believing in oneself-working hard- having 
faith in God” by citing the exemplanary example of Dr. Ben Carson.

Day two of the programme was graced by Mr S.K. Patri, Advocate, Supreme Court of India who talked about the interface of 
Medical Profession & Law. Dr Manaswini Mangaraj & Dr Manisha Gaikwad  delivered the orientation lectures of Bio-chemistry & 
Anatomy respectively. Large number of parents also participated  on day one and day two of orientation programme.

Day three of the programme witnessed Mr Bikash Mohanty, Mr. G.C. Nanda and Mr T Tegrajan who delivered lectures on Ten 
Paradoxical commandment and Medical Profession complementary to Criminal Justice in the pre-lunch session. Dr Sita Kant 
Mahapatra delivered his talk on “Search for Healthy Community”. Ms Rita Ray renowned sociologist from Utkal University discussed 
on effect of culture on personality. Legendary artist Mr Jatin Das took the student to a discussion on Arts & Aesthetics, an inseparable 
relationship between Arts & Sciences and Arts in Public Places. 

The final day (Day Four) of the orientation programme revolved around Health Financing, Vigilance, Doctor & Police 
relationship and Social Challenges to Medical Profession. The talk on Finance Management in Health was delivered by Sri. 
K.C.Mishra, Vice-chancellor of Sri Sri University. The discussion on vigilance was done by Dr K.N. Mishra Chief Vigilance Officer from 
Paradeep Port Trust. Prof SC Mahaptra and Dr Sonu H Subba delivered orientation lectures on physiology and Community & Family 
Medicine respectively. Mr Sudhanshu Mishra, IAS had the closing lecture on Social Challenges to Medical Profession.  

The programme was smoothly conducted by the Chief Co-ordinator Dr. Pranati Nanda, Addl. Professor (Physiology) along 

with other Faculty Members.
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Commencement of the first session at AIIMS, BBSR
th26  September 2012

After five days of orientation, academic session started in a formal way and 
the first lecture in AIIMS, Bhubaneswar was taken by our revered Director, 
Prof. Ashok Kumar Mahapatra, who virtually took the students in to the 
world of Medical Education.

Commencement of practical classes
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The “First Teachers”
THE SKELETON & THE CADAVER

The dissection hall of AIIMS, Bhubaneswar where the cadaver dissection has started 
thfrom 10  Oct 2012. Study of human anatomy by dissecting a dead human body which 

in medical terms is called a “cadaver”, is an essential part of medical curriculum. In 
AIIMS, Bhubaneswar by the sincere efforts of the Director, Dean and the faculty 
members of Dept. of Anatomy, the cadaver dissection has started  and four bodies has 
been procured for the purpose.
The students also enhance their knowledge in human anatomy by studying – 
“osteology” (the study of bones) with the help of a human skeleton.
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Getting closer to the community

First field visit of the students with the faculty of the Department of CM&FM to 
Community Health Centre, Mendhasal.

The students of AIIMS, Bhubaneswar went for their first field visit to CHC 
Mendhasal as a part of their curriculum. This was the first step to go near the people and 
know about their health status and feel their pain. Compassion and Competence go 
hand in hand for a doctor.

One step forward….
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th66th Independence Day was celebrated in the premises of AIIMS, Bhubaneswar on 15  August, 2012. 
Dr. A. K. Mahapatra, Director hoisted the National Flag amidst the faculty members and staff. Director 
addressed the gathering and reflected upon the duties and responsibilities of the faculty members and 
staff towards the institute and the country.

CAMPUS EVENTS
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Courtesy Visit 

Extending Hands of Cooperation…..to build a healthy nation
Together we can….

During his visit to AIIMS, Bhubaneswar, Dr. Damodar Rout, Honourable Health 
Minister, Government of Odisha extended cooperation for the all round 
development of the institution on behalf of the state government.

24



The Plantation Drive

Mrs. Anu Garg, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare , Govt. of India, 
participated in the plantation programme along with the Director Dr.A.K. Mahapatra 
on her visit to AIIMS, Bhubaneswar on 5th September,  2012

Green Campus – Clean Campus
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A friendly gesture by a man of repute

Honourable  Justice Shri A.K.Patnaik, Supreme Court of India, visited AIIMS, BBSR on 13th Oct 2012. 
He delivered a very encouraging talk to the students and faculty of AIIMS. He highlighted on “Right to 
health care” and ethical practices of a doctor. He expressed his desire to see AIIMS, Bhubaneswar 
fulfilling the expectations of the people of the state in the best possible way 
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Health in Our hands

A Health Check-Up programme of faculty and staff of AIIMS, Bhubaneswar was carried out by OTTET 
TELEMEDICINE on 6th September 2012

Visit to IIT, Bhubaneswar

The Director and Dean of AIIMS, visited IIT Bhubaneswar for a voluntary health check-up for students and staff of IIT . The 
Director and his team were introduced with the faculty of the institute and deliberated on various possibilities to work jointly 
in areas on collaborative research, development of a cochlear and deep brain implants, Telemedicine, Translational medicine, 
Pharmacogenomics and research on new drug development and other areas. Possibilities of working in various community 
based health activities were also explored.

Felicitating the young and New Talents….

The Honorable Health Minister, Govt. of Odisha, Dr.Damodar Rout and Mr.P.K.Mohapatra, Commissioner cum Secretary, Health and 
Family Welfare Dept., Govt. of Odisha along with some senior officials felicitated the first batch of MBBS students and faculty of 

thAIIMS on 28  September, 2012 
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STUDENTS OF MBBS 2012 BATCH, AIIMS, Bhubaneswar
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Milestones

The Editorial Board

th
Foundation stone was laid on 15  july 
2003 by Former Hon’ble Prime Minister 
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee

Founder Director Dr.A.K. Mahapatra 
thjoined at AIIIMS, Bhubaneswar on 14  

August , 2012

Academic session of first MBBS students 
ststarted on 21  September 2012

From the Editorial Board…

It gives us immense pleasure to bring out the first News 

Letter of AIIMS, Bhubaneswar “Dhauli”. In this first issue, we 

have highlighted the happenings of the institute in the first 3 

months of its birth,  July – September 2012. The Dhauli will be 

published quarterly showcasing the activities and 

achievements of the staff, students and faculty members of this 

premier institute. All attempts were made to present the facts 

with least possible error. However, few mistakes might have 

featured inadvertently. Hence, constructive ideas, suggestions 

and comments are welcome from all at our official email 

Lastly on behalf of the Editorial Board we extend our 

gratitude to The Director, Dean, all faculty members and staff of 

AIIMS, Bhubaneswar for their cooperation and innovative 

ideas in giving the final look to “Dhauli”.

Looking Forward To A Great Journey 
Ahead Together……

dhauli2012@gmail.com

Left to right -  Dr. Prakruti Dash, Dr.Manish Goyal, 
Dr.Debapriya Bandyopadhyay, Dr.Binod Kumar Patro, Dr. Manaswini Mangaraj
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